
 

Marketing a book is an ongoing, long-term commitment. In order for you to sell copies, you need
to create and continue to generate awareness and interest. Non stop.  Don’t get frustrated if
you’re not meeting your expectations as quickly as you had hoped. 
If you expect the readers to come knocking down your door just because you hit the “publish”
button, you’ll be sorely disappointed. Success doesn’t happen overnight.  The most important
thing to remember is to stick with it and keep pushing forward.

Get it that your book is like a needle in a haystack made of needles

A good remedy is to change the genre and category your book is in, and find better search
keywords. Don’t put your book in the most generic first level of category, like, for example,
ROMANCE, because it would compete with too many other titles. Find a niche, a narrow category
and this will reduce the amount of competition for your book. 

Your book is not that good 

If you have gone through the process of self-publishing a book and sales have not come your way,
it’s time to take some action. Get your book off the market and find a few people to read it and
tell you the absolute truth about it. No matter how tough their feedback it, take it on the chin,
and then start improving it. Make it saleable..

Your book cover is not suitable 

When it comes to book covers, it doesn’t matter if you self-published or traditionally published.
Your book could be a master peace, but if it has a bad cover, it is hardly going to reach your
readers. This is an aspect of self-publishing where you’ll want to hire a pro. The cover makes the
first impression. If someone goes to look at your book and the cover appears to be done by a five-
year-old, chances are they are going to keep looking. So if you haven’t done it already, get a
professionally designed cover. Usually, this should cost you between $100- $500.

You haven’t done marketing the right way

Marketing doesn’t happen by itself. Without it, you got nothing. Yes, even if you’ve written a
master peace. Just ask any businessperson. I mean, why do Coca Cola or Starbucks still advertise?
If you fail to advertise your book, it will get lost in the sea of books.
    

You haven’t properly launched your

What sort of launch did you have for your book? Did you just publish it and tell your closest
friends? You must put some planning into the launch of your new books. You should start with
launching the cover first, then the book (in fact, first come the reviews from your beta team, then
the book). 
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You don’t have a proper email list

If you don’t have a proper email list, it’s time to think about signing up to a newsletter platform
(mailchimp, mailerlite, etc.) and grow your email list before you publish your second book. 

Your 200 page novel is priced at $29.95

You have to see what price are of the books in your genre selling on amazon? Check out your
competitors and see for yourself. Use common sense. I understand your book may be special in
some way, but until you have reviews (social proof) and sales, it is not feasible to put your e-book
on amazon for more than $3. 
In order for your book to sell, you need to be realistic and price it within the range of similar
titles. If your price for a paper copy is $25.99 and competing titles are selling for $8.99, whom do
you think the readers would go for? 
    

Your book’s description on Amazon is non-existent 

If a book’s description on the Amazon’s sales page has only 6-7 words, would you buy it? Me
neither. And don’t worry about giving the plot away. Invest time and effort in writing the blurb,
perhaps join a few writing groups, and get feedback. How else you will get good at it? 

Your book doesn’t have any reviews 

Reader’s reviews are social proof that your book is worth checking out. All potential buyers read
reviews before deciding to buy. No reviews imply that nobody has read your book. Or that it’s not
very good. If I am to tell you now honestly, with my hand on my heart, I would say that this here is
one of the key reasons why your book is not selling. 
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